Introduction
The morphological study of aquatic syrphid larvae, Milesiinae pro parte sensu Peck [1988] , is sometimes difficult because of the requirement to distinguish fine details of the integument, such as the segmentary and tegumentary setae sensu Maibach & Goeldlin de Tiefenau [1989] . The colour of these larvae is often milky white but the integument is more or less translucent (Fig 1) . The kinds of setae, which are fo und on the integument, are also translucent, usually small and inconspicuous.
Staining techniques usually necessitate killing the specimens. In studies like this, however, killing larvae is not satisfactory, since it is often necessary to let them develop into adults before identification can be attempted. Additionally, information on the biology and the morphology of the pupae often needs to be obtained. For these reasons, a simple way was developed to stain the integument of live (and dead) larvae. This method enables small integumental structures to be seen easily and can be used as a tool for separating closely related taxa. To eliminate all organic and mineral material on the integument, the larvae are kept in cool condi tions for 1-2 days. Plastic boxes are used in which the bottoms are lined with a tissue paper soaked in water. The larvae are placed under this tissue paper. By moving around, the dirt which often coats
